
Tutorial Validoc

This tutorial explains the fundamental steps to create a first AS/400 graphic print using Validoc.

Follow this tutorial after completing at least the installation of the AS/400 component and the 

installation of  Validoc Designer.
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Tutorial Validoc

The steps to perform are:
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- Definition, in the AS/400 context, of a print to be used for the first test 

- Creation of graphics combined with printing with Designer

- Transmission of graphics to the AS/400 and first sending of the graphic 

print to the printer



Tutorial Validoc
Log in to the Validoc menu with the user VALIDOCU and password VALIDOCU.

To change the language to be used as the interface, you have to choose the point 7 (“Parametri 

Gestore”) of the menu, press F10, go down to the field“Lingua Interfaccia Video”, press F4 and select 

with the“1” optione “English”. Press F6 to save the selection.
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F10 Parameters Languages selection



Spool Management
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Spool definition to manage

To define a new spool to manage with Validoc, go to the main menu and choose option 3. From the 

“Spool Management” screen, press F6 to create a new spool.

F6 to insert a new spool



New Spool
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Set the name and description for the new spool and save it by pressing enter.

Set the name of the print to be treated with Validoc.The spool name must be the 

same as the printout generated on the AS/400, so you must use the spool name 

that appears in the “File” column when viewing printouts with the WRKSPLF 

(view user printouts) command.



Loading Example

Record Informatica srl - Baluardo A. La Marmora, 2 - 28100 Novara  -Tel. +39 0321611308 Fax +39 0321684170 - marketing@recordinformatica.it - www.recordinformatica.it

Return to the “Spool Management” with F3 and choose the E option to insert a print example to 

the newly created spool.

The option allows you to search the print queues for a example of the print you want to import 

into Validoc and set it as an example.

The “E” option to match the example to the spool.



Loading Example
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Fill in the spool identification data using the F8 or F9 function keys or by typing them directly in 

the appropriate fields.

If you use the F9 key you will be asked for the print queue to take the spool from, so use option 1 

(one) to choose the spool from the displayed list. F8 shows the user's printouts.

Use F8 or F9 to easily search for the sample printout.

F8 to access a user's printouts

F9 to access printouts in a print queue



Loading Example
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Once the required data has been entered, press F6 to acquire the indicated spool.

The example will be copied into Validoc to allow the operations of combining it with the graphics.

Use F6 to start the acquisition



Check loaded example
To verify that the example has been loaded correctly, go back to “Spool Management” with F3 and 

choose the “P” option on the spool.

Record Informatica srl - Baluardo A. La Marmora, 2 - 28100 Novara  -Tel. +39 0321611308 Fax +39 0321684170 - marketing@recordinformatica.it - www.recordinformatica.it

Enter the “P” (“Steps”) option to verify the loading of the example.



Check loaded example
If the screen with the printout chosen as an example appears, then the example import operation 

has been completed successfully. For this operation you need to configure the AS400 video size with 

27x132. Exit with F3.
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Area with the 

imported sample 

spool



Build graphics with the Designer
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Let's now move on to building the graphics to match the print.

The steps to perform are:

– Match the spool example loaded on As400 to the overlay you just created

– Create the overlay

– Draw the overlay

– Sending the overlay to As400

– Overlay remapping



Language
Premise: the writings on the window buttons are related to the language of the personal computer. 

In the slides that follow, they are displayed in Italian language, where “Si" equals "Yes", "No" equals 

"No", “Successivo" equals "Next“, “Salva” equals “Save” and “Annulla” equals “Cancel”. However, 

depending on the language of your PC, you may see words in other languages with the same 

meaning ("Yes," "No," "Next," and so on).
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“Si” = “Yes”

“No” = “No”



Change language
After installing and enabling Validoc Designer on the PC, it is possible to create the overlay. If you 

wish, you can change the language of the interface.To change the interface language, use the menu 

item “?” and then "Seleziona Lingua". 
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Select the “Inglese" item for the English 

language interface.



Change language
Confirmation is required when changing the language. 

Record Informatica srl - Baluardo A. La Marmora, 2 - 28100 Novara  -Tel. +39 0321611308 Fax +39 0321684170 - marketing@recordinformatica.it - www.recordinformatica.it

It is reported that in order to apply the new 

language, you must restart Validoc Designer. 

Press "Ok", exit and re-enter the program.



Create the overlay
Now, it is possible to start to create the overlay, i.e. the graphics, to be combined with the printing 

on the AS400. Use the “New Overlay” button.
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Click on the “New Overlay” button or 

choose “New Overlay” from the file menu 

to create the graphics.

Enter the name of the overlay (for example: 

OVLTST) and a short description then press 

OK to confirm.



Main drawing tools
The overlay has been created and then appears in the Overlay Manager and, in the drawing area, an 

empty "sheet" appears on which you can draw. For drawing, the main buttons of any graphics 

program are present (insert text, image, line...).
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To insert an image use the “Add Image” button.

To insert text use the “Text Input Mode” button.

The newly created overlay 

(OVLTST) appears in the list.



Loading example
To draw the overlay it is very useful to display the example spool loaded on the AS400 on the 

drawing area, in order to easily establish where to position the various graphic objects.To import 

the example use the “Receive/Match an Example Spool” button.
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The message warns that no spools have been 

loaded yet. Answer “Si” (“Yes”) to proceed 

with the upload.

To load a spool from AS400 you must first 

set up an AS400 connection. Answer “Si” 

(“Yes”) to create a connection.



AS400 connection
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To set up an AS400 connection you need to fill in the following window and click on the Save 

button.

To access it you can follow the path indicated on the previous page or use the “As400 

Connections” item in the “Send/Receive” menu.

IP address of the As400 IP dell’As400

Always use the VALIDOCU user and 

related password.

Click on the 'Save' button

Short name that identifies the connection



Load the example on PC
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Spool created on As400

To select the spool, click to the 

left of the spool to match, 

where the little black arrow 

appears.

After creating the connection, a grid will be displayed with the list of spools on As400.

Select the spool created previously and click on the “Receive selected sample spool” button. At the 

end of the reception, click on the "X" to close the window with the grid.

Click “Si” (“YES”) to 

download the sample spool



Match the example to the Overlay
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Once the sample spool has been received, the newly loaded spool must be combined with the 

Overlay. Select the spool and click on the “Use selected sample spool” button.

To match the sample 

spool to the overlay



Overlay with example
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Here's what the canvas looks like with the example spool paired with the overlay.

At any time you can view or hide the example using the “Show or hide the example spool” button.

Show/Hide Sample Spools



Change the font of the entire spool
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In the example shown, the spool data overflows the drawing area, as the step size (10 CPI) is too 

large for the print in question.

It is possible to change the formatting of the entire spool from the Designer with the “Change font 

and LPI” button.

Change Font and LPI



Change the font of the entire spool
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Using the “Change font and LPI” button the list of parameters present for the spool will be shown, 

by selecting the displayed parameter you can open it for editing and change the Set Font.

Instead of 10 CPI, set for example 15 CPI, in this way 

the data will fit into the drawing area. Then click OK 

to save.From this window it is also possible to modify 

the other parameters relating to formatting (font, 

stroke, etc.).

Set Font allows you to change the font 

used for printing

Modify the parameters



Change the font of the entire spool
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Here is the appropriately resized print.



Spool remapping
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Spool data can be processed using Validoc remapping.

For example, it is possible to change the formatting of part of the spool data or delete or move 

portions of the spool.

To access the remapping use the “Example Spool Remapping” button.

Grid for spool remapping. The data displayed 

is the data of the example spool.

Example Spool 

remapping



Example 1: Font Step
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To change the formatting of a part of the spool you need to use the font step:select the text area of 

which you want to change the font, then click on the appropriate button and set the desired 

formatting, then save by clicking on OK.

The created step appears in the 

step list.

To select a part of text, click at the starting point to be selected 

and, holding down the left mouse button, drag the mouse to the 

end point of the selection. At the end of the operation the selected 

area appears highlighted in blue.

Clicking on the 'Change Font' button opens the Font editing window

Click OK to save the Font step

Change font for the selected area.



Example 2: Move Step
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To move a portion of text you need to use a move step: select the text area to move (it will be 

highlighted in blue), then click on the appropriate button (cut) and then click on the starting point 

where you want to paste the cut part. The new step will appear in the Remapping step list. (Font 

and Barcode steps are always positioned at the bottom of the list)

Starting point to move the selected 

area to.

Area to Move (in 

blue)

Newly set Move 

(cut/paste) step.



Example 2: Move Step
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To move a portion of text you need to use a move step: select the text area to move (it will be 

highlighted in blue), then click on the appropriate button (cut) and then click on the starting point 

where you want to paste the cut part. The new step will appear in the Remapping step list. (Font 

and Barcode steps are always positioned at the bottom of the list)

Newly set Move step.

Shifted area (in 

yellow)

Target area



Remapping – save and send to AS400
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When you close the remapping window, a message automatically appears to save the changes made 

on the PC.

To import onto the AS400 you need to use the appropriate button on the toolbar.

Choose «Si» to save



Update Spool after Remapping
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In the drawing area you can view the changes made to the spool with the remapping.

Use the “Refresh Sample Spool View” button.

Area reformatted with font pitch.

Repositioned area with move step.

View Refresh.



Overlay design

Record Informatica srl - Baluardo A. La Marmora, 2 - 28100 Novara  -Tel. +39 0321611308 Fax +39 0321684170 - marketing@recordinformatica.it - www.recordinformatica.it

Now it is possible to proceed with the design of the overlay, for example adding the side panel.

The line and rectangle drawing tools, shown below, will be used for the border.

To draw a rectangle or a line, click on the appropriate button, then click on the starting point and 

drag the mouse to the final point.

To draw a perfectly horizontal or vertical line, hold Shift 

while drawing the line.

Draw lines. Draw boxes.



Sending to AS400
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Once the Overlay design has been completed, it must be sent to the AS400 by pressing the "Send 

Overlay" button.

Note that the part of configuring the printers for sending to the AS400 is part of the installation 

phases, so it will not be described in this tutorial.

Send Overlay button



Overlay on AS400
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On AS400 you can view imported overlays using option 4 of “Overlay Management”.

Option 4 “Overlay Management”

Newly imported overlay.



Matching the overlay to the spool
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Now we need to match the overlay to the spool.

From “Spool Management” (item 3 of the main menu) choose the “O” option for Overlay next to 

the desired spool.  Then from the “Overlay Management” choose F6 to insert.

Overlay option O

Press F6 to create the pairing.



Matching the overlay to the spool
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Enter the name of the spool you just imported and save by pressing enter.  

You can use the F4 key on the Overlay Name field to view the list of overlays. You can choose by 

using option “1” (one).

Use option 1 to select the 

desired overlay.



Matching the overlay to the spool
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The newly paired overlay appears in the “Overlay Management” of the selected spool.

Use option 1 to select the 

desired overlay.



First Send to the Printer
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Everything is ready for the first print.

Create the print on AS/400 and send it to the print queue managed by Validoc (point 1 (one) of 

the Menù). 

Validoc will process the print to add graphics, upon completion the print will be in RDY status.

If the queue managed by Validoc was a blind queue, route the processed print to a queue 

connected to a physical printer that supports PCL5. Otherwise it is necessary to set the queue, 

connected to Validoc, so that it is linked directly to a physical printer.

Use the WRKOUTQ command followed by the name of the queue processed by Validoc 

to view the newly created printout. Use option 2 to switch print queues



Sending example to printer
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If it is not possible to immediately create a real print for the tests, it is possible to use the Print 

Example function, available from Designer (using the 'Print Example on AS400' button) or from 

AS400 (option 'S' on the spool definition in point ' 3. Spool Management' of the main menu).In 

both cases it will then be necessary to indicate the name of the printer and other data to 

continue.
'Print Example on AS400' button

Enter the name of the AS400 printer, 

the number of pages and click on the 

'Print' button

Print example from Designer

Print example from AS/400

S option next to the spool to print

Enter the printer name, the number of 

pages and then F6 to confirm



Resulting print
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This is how the print on paper will look.



Tutorial Validoc
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For further details, consult the Validoc manual (Reference Validoc).

The manual can be downloaded on the page:

https://www.recordinformatica.it/it/registrazione-software-stampa-spool.htm.

Or contact Record Informatica at the following address:

assistenza@recordinformatica.it

or at the telephone number +35 0321611308.

https://www.recordinformatica.it/it/registrazione-software-stampa-spool.htm
mailto:assistenza@recordinformatica.it
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